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What did 'Do's' followers believe? A bit of everything'

from the Gospels to science fiction to Eastern mysticism'

lnside their twisted theology' BY KE TIETH L. WooDTYARD

I qrw rcu nt solmn Mrd in thz nNaqe \

.h; he sa^ at Mon tokzs hs s€dr lPon d

Momonism sd ScientoloEv Bv 311 ac-

ttu one 6 t in q his elorl, louwho ha$ollw ed

ne shall lilJryse takz\otr plaezs .. Ewrpne
wno ha 4!M up ,@na brothe6 or slm. /d-
tha ot 

^othq, 
Elie ot childt4 ot Prcpettv lor

^t 
tutc rl|... inhsit Life ewl8ting,

BE WOR'S AI! FROM JESUS. BUT

rhe! Nere also qospel to \'le
rnaii {ppiewhte. dis Do '

H6 Drodse: new. dore b€auri_

tulbodesudr' boudoePass
to a Kingdon ol Heavet
Monq fie stus ud Pluets

Do soM nsLon. oEced together lrom vs-
.,K snFF.hP(:nd \mtnes. w*modd ru-
twe ol Biblic,l apocaitlric. NeN Age mvs-

tic6m od scienie iclion To those with
pvps 16 q.. md eas to hed. there were ele
oenls oi Eastem rcligons. black Islam.

colnts. Do\ eospel evolved ud chsged
.ver the veds ftom a 1970s*!vle UFO 4tlt
inio tull-irtoM saded nmtive lt wes. i,1

the end. a witches bres a reciPe {or colec'
tive death. But for all that, Do wd very
much in the Amerio g-rin: a would-be
Droohet meldrq b'ts ol r.lxs tladlbon dd
it "i i"t " a*p"*t" sd eccentnc tdth
.^"d rt .'ni 1 imv. msonst?ed cLlr

rr.m mDendns $ orLd dis6ter'
Milledial fser? Eld{i:thease ssstt

No doubt Do s students beLieved him $'hen
he said comet HaleBopp wd the trEker'

wtite. On the one b4d. thele weE the edlv
New Aces. procla@q m song. ddce md
(url(ol Dotsmoke Llut the Age otA+EJ-

-r ssdawq On $eofier' rhere were

-'ll.nnDl Dessmsrs cults LIG The Chrl-

&en ol God. *ho preached that the end oi

rhe world was appr@chDqdd tookto the

b'lls to aedt tle Second Comrgol chnst
\ vo'nhtul Pat Robeflson saw sEE ol the

B[lical wu ot Anaqeddon n rhe Mrddle

Fat ud Hal Lindsey Mote The Late

creat PLanet EarLh r P'seudcBibucd
nnonqdav book dDt becm€ b) iar the

bisest best seller oithe decade 
.--fl"lio. **" "l- "t" -ith fnns ud re-

ports of UFO siqiunqs dd vis rtauons from

",r'r.na.e ln 19in \pDle\rhrLe Nas os

Nssed Eom hrs rDD at tire Univer$o-''oi 5r

Thond 0 Hounon dd drsaPPeeed nto
rhp <n2.-ace h- se. .{.s the nse oi his cril
.r'-!ea. 

',1 
aa ttr phiosophv Beuei in

UrOs remared Pan ot Dos evoltrg
eosDel-Md pan olHeauen 5 Cat€ s sllue
-q'r 

"hat oave lxs 6nal'r'ion tneobgrcar

harbt-w.h"t aPP*endv made n comPr€-

r."".,"" 'nd belie'able to $e I990s touths

who,.ned bm D hE death Pacr-were ia-

milh; themes dd ohrse5 npPed bom $e

they d been wotinc lbr, the sign r\at a

\diceshio ol e\tntsestnals would m'e
ro rake tn". soul. rmu' their bodiesl to the

n.xt level ot existence The mllennutrso
nn imbibedwas ftom $e ealv1970s. when
evew roliocal. sooal od cultdd uPheaval

we @t u apocalwtrc shades oi black @d



brger fabnc ofdre New Tesiuent.
Here s whai Dos disoples had been

6us!r to beLeve. Once uDon a tme. the
gods created a phvsical KbgdonofHeav_
en somewhere mong the sk! s more usr
ble heav€nlv bodies. on Dsructrons lron
Lhe qods. these fiilgdom dwellels plant
.d hmds as a qddening everjm.nt on
nl eL Frth From Me to time. ' ReDre
i'"ur"". "r rr. K'nddom wodd nale
'sou1 depo$ts' n thise hmo plarts.
prepeine lhem ior tdsPlsting to what
Do called 'the L€vel above HMu. when
haesr tine mived-at the end of 3
''aqe a Rep.esentative wodd usu+ a
h,,m.n bo,l! instnd a bsd of the eLed
ud ake them back to thet nierpldetary

T,r. mrllpnfninr rco Do teuoht. ihe as-
iqned iteprcs€matrve sas lesus LnLle!
djrecton ol His lalher. Jesus sout moved
into his hmo body at about the age o130.
when he wds baptEed bv lohn id Pro
-p.rp.l ,. .oll€ri ,hscroles. Onlv hmus
blessed wlth soul depoirts could recosize
lesls br what he was. Dd onlv bv relvmq
onJesus s Heaven s Gate .odd thev get

to lhe Fathers mssion mong $e stds.

Now. 6 the mill€Eium comes to e eEd,
according to Do. a new &ePresentative had
mved: himself. I ao D the sme losition
t. todavt socierv 6 w6 the One who ws
- tesui then. oo mte on lns cdfs web
rte. Mv beine here .ow s actuallY a con-
tinuatioD of $at let tak s t w$ Pronised
ro $os who were tiesuil students 2.000

Elrly Gnostlcs: Bizse ar n is. the Heav-

for rhe ones that iheY were about to shed.

This Gnosrielike contempt helps to ex-
Dl,r some ol Heaven s Cate 5 dost ped_
ir,'"-.nnes snce bodres l$t us rnrcueh
pro;eauon io pdenc sd ebbgi. Do
iaudt hs srudenLs ro rerect loniv LIe md
rFa Nr'nh l,k. baDu€d Chdstrus. ail n
traies into the cultiooknew nMes.refled-
ins tlr€ bebel*DL lhev r€allvwere new Peo-
oLi uth newlv inplmted souls' rc no *i wx o specrallv troubling
r,.d "r b6d'1v emenenc;. He demMded

ens Gate theolos/ ha M 4cient pedi-
sree. Muv of its cenEal points miror
those oi the ealy Gnostrcs, a tust-ceDtury
sch@l of $oudt vithid cbristieiry. LiIe
Do. $e Cnostrcs had a seqet loowledge
about cod. the @verse. where people
come lion md where tlev de 8oing. dEt
is not loou to the Dinitiated. says

Roben Ellwood. a speci,list in new Amer
Lcs reLreFns ar tne uNversrNol southem
Califomia. The Gnosncs dso stressed a
radicat dulisn oi soul od bodv: the soul
descending from above ud takhq on a

h..iv ,\ ,t w..e a necessd but uwor-
rhv conLMer. contuer' ,s ihe word r,hat

&; Heaven s cate cu-lt routDelv used lor
the bodv, Md D a video $eY ieft be-
hind. menbds exPressed only contempt

celibad of hinsef od his foUowers Re-
nrcduoon dre hLm *av uas evil he

;'d "lrs bdbdc. ,a, beneafi me Tbere

is eudence that Do hBselI. though md-
ried edLer in lJe dd the lather of two
chndre!. discovered dDt he was honos.x-
lal 1n v case. he said.eDeatedlv that he

nlr rnDnloneo ,n tus bodY od that oncc
I"s soril ui'"d he ** no longer the hu'
me pe.son he was belore Neithe. were
his dnciDles. dd lheir tr8slomation
cLealv biousht reLel Bsrcarlv these

hnds 01 oeo;le ue veN rePresed d
h,"., 

'"r "r 
r;-,ble MU mDulse conEol '

sars ChiGqo Psvchiarist Daud Zid
"\lherner n is homoserulitv or the €xpe-

29,{



rie!@ of dav-radav li!1ll& thsy oeed er-
tebr.l @nEol to ontdr thoi. ihNlc..

Frora the iooks of the bodGs polic€
loud. that coltioi ru hdeed sdft. AI
wre d*ssed a.like in blecl shrns. ruts
and Niker Allw6F rhc9n" "h"d ";k.'
haircuts o a inher suppression of gender
diffeEnce. And sone nen wse also 6-
tBted. But the sEdgest tvist of all w6 the
gender ttusformation of Bouie Lu Net
tles, Do\ comp&ion ed the cult s cc
fouder. Aher he! death. in 1985. Do D-
nouced dut Ti was realy "My Father,
rhe "other Member" sent to Ear& to help
him at tle confrud of he! oM
father in heaven. To Do this rev-
elaEoD ws proof enoud ofsaint
Paul! dictllm t\ar in the kiDg-
don ol heaven theE is neilber
dule nor febaie. dd his fotlN-
els were lo act accordiDgly. "I
work like crazv every day reject-
Dg the hllru desiEs," a nem-
ber c.Ied 'nvhodv" conl8s€d
on rhe cutt s web site.

tor most of us, Hale-Bopp is a celestial joy. But for Heaven's
Gate, it was a sign that it was time to go. By DavrD A. Kaptalr

and with the nidt sb, s one
ofthe few coDsiets iD every-
.lay Me, comeb meant a cos-
mic u.h!h. " Dister" is .
loud b:usLtioD ofthe tntill
for "bad star." How else to ex-
plair the nvsterious appear-
uce ofthese brilliat stleaks
oflidt? vol@@s dd A@ds,
the d€ath ofCbdletrqgle-
conetsooterdeddoon.
Cometp s"sulldidabnsk

business i! I9!0 upon the re
th ofHalley's.

The Hider Souce cult
tapled jnto just this v€nr. it
\B appaendv HaleBopp

Sensins
Trouble
in the
Skies

@met is appEachilg,
dd we have to es@pe

t-be El!& beforc il . t@ Iate I

B€fore qrcho Sdta Fe. it
wa e6y to dismiss such apo-
alptic theolies d th€ har-
les fantasv oflnteh€t lu-
natics vith too nuch tim€ on
thei! hods. Now it's not so
l1hr Hale-Boppmaabea
.de ceiesud showto enlo),
but this Grert Conet is .lso a
remder of how dargerous
the hmd magiDtroD @ b€.

Comets have lascimted the
E3nhboud since rhe edLest

of ciriliations. Befole scieDce

Sodaaa alfflaa Do s Dotion ofinplanted
sou.ls resenbles tbe Morraon doctrirc that
a[ hura! b€iDgs begh Me a 'spilit chil-
rlren of havenly pmts. But while the
tatteFday SaiDts Esen€ the hidest heav-
e! for Mllied couples sd &eir otrspring,
Do's heaven s6 stric,tly fot sexlss sbgl€s.
Do's sci€nc*frction uiverse sbongly re-
seubles the iffginidgs of L. RoD Hubbdd,
foeder of Sci€Dtolog/, which teaches that
hu!@ beiDgs have Thetas, or spirits. that
de independ€lt of the physical body- Do's
vision oftise is c-yclical. like that of Hildus
ud Buddhists. llBt a Buddhists b€li€ve

that gave it the pretelt to seek
''the Next rf,vel" ud o 6E_a.l
Eip to erenilv. Cult members
ea$ed a living derisrng
pag€s on the world wide
web, dd it w6 th€re they
likelv 6rst leoed about a
UFO supposeally en route to
Eanh. hst November a New
Age gadfly, Chuck Shleek.
claimed he Md photosFphed
a 'Satm-like obi.ct ' (SLOI
behind Hal*Bopp. Sbrdek
we on a late-dght Edro
show with hh r.velati.n
leadins others to saY lhe SLO
wa a huge ahen mothership.

The &ing tuned out to be

that Gaut@ wd tbe BuddbA for thi*^r
,o Do beLeved ttEt each age on Fllth N;
its Representltive5 hom lhe Kilsdoli
t€vel. .{!d lxs 6nal visioD of reecuilr
,pre@i tmrs the Mother of Plaaes;
that NatioD of tsl"n fouder Elijal
M.r'"--"d predicred would destroy tht

Suit6es packed. thet Ca.liforEia tl@.
sion aI in order, Do bd his llock depdec
in orderly fashion. lmes Cbarleswodh
professor of New Tesiment lsguge dc
Literatue at Princeton Theological Sen-
nary, sees the rBs suicide at Rancho Saot

Fe s foreboding: a sig! of de€r
spilibal drin. "The apocal)?ti
cEE dEt is boiling up is rebt€d
to the end of the mill€Diue md
the seuch for meobg. when
lou @De to the end ofthe time,
jurt a! Iou co[le to the end oi
you Me, vou ask. 'llhat is the
merrios of aI this?' " Tragr.rly,
nowwe loow Do s dswer.

wrh BRaD sroNE 
'n 

c,Iccgo

no$ing bore dE a star that
bad blred n photogEphy.
A.br Hale. one ofthe conet s
dis.oveFrs who Eied to de
bunk &e supemah,ral daitr.
{sdenouced o ine as "an
Farth tr-aitor." ShreeL oD
his Web site. voddlav€
none of the sciertiGc erylaDa-
tiotrs. After Bancho Seta Fe.
Sh@ek told NEvsMEl( he
wa! settins hmdreds of e
mit messages blamDg his.

Other conspiEtoria.Lists
suggest Hal*Bolp isn t the
real threat lo turth. "Ndcy.
a! her ZetaTalk Web site, says

the Zeta Reticulds de using
ue comei as a divereon for
the l2th Pldef the'tme
nessenqe! of dea$ ' t few
yess ftom now Then there's
the notion dut Hale_Bopp ts

th€ tust horseme ofthe apoc
al}?se. siffe it will pss over
th€ constellation Pegsus.
Whether comets have pledre
tive powers or not. thei! @g-
ic has always been ther pow-
er to tr-uscend lime. we s€e
what ou acestors saw ad
.u elDdchrklren s ennd-
ci dren qil see a lone tde
Eom!ow. But so, too. co6ets
show tlat slperstitions con-
lect the senelabons. Comets
never lolled ovonq belieG
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sPlRlTS, sperrs and spooks-who are you
gonna call? Features editor JESSICA
Pltt(NGTON soeaks to two realliie.
Northampton ghostbusiers ...
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